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BY JASMINE MAKI 
makija@mnstate.edu
MSUM is getting a small, yet 
expensive, addition to campus this 
winter.
Metro Area Transit Bus has 
removed the bus shelter on 14th 
Street and will be replacing it with 
an improved, larger shelter to keep 
campus riders satisfied.
Lori Van Beek, Moorhead transit 
manager for MATBus, said the 
shelter was 30 years old and needed 
to be updated. 
“Shelters are an advertisement 
that we do have bus routes,” she 
said, emphasizing the need to keep 
the shelters in good condition.
A new shelter has also been 
added on 11th Street, in front of the 
business center. 
Van Beek said the new shelter and 
improvements cost approximately 
$77,530. A federal grant funded 80 
percent of the project and the City 
of Moorhead paid the remaining 20 
percent.
Improvements to the 14th Street 
shelter will include new concrete, 
heat, lights and a kiosk, which will 
show real-time arrival.
Riders will be able to push a 
button to turn on the heat to stay 
warm while waiting for the next bus 
to arrive, Van Beek said.
Laura Fasick, professor of English 
and longtime MATBus rider, said 
she welcomes any improvements to 
the shelters. 
“When the weather is at its 
roughest, I and many others will 
undoubtedly be using the buses 
every day and having a sheltered 
place to wait is a real relief,” she 
said.
MATBus is also working on a 
new system that will allow riders to 
see and hear what the next stop is as 
the bus approaches.
The new system will be 
installed in buses in early January.
BY MEREDITH WATHNE
wathneme@mnstate.edu
How would volcanic activity 
on other Earth-like planets, with 
a mass up to three times as much 
as Earth, vary over time? Three 
MSUM students tackled that 
problem in the 2012 University 
Physics Competition. 
Meredith Mc Linn, a junior 
physics major with an emphasis 
in astronomy and a minor in 
computer science, along with 
seniors Shouvik Bhattacharya, 
a double major in mathematics 
and physics with an emphasis in 
astronomy, and Pragalv Karki, a 
physics major and mathematics 
minor, spent nearly 20 hours 
trying to come up with a plausible 
solution. 
The nation-wide competition, 
which took place Nov. 16 to 
18, consists of teams of three 
students. The teams have 48 
hours, 7 p.m. on Friday to 7 p.m. 
on Sunday, to pick a problem, 
conduct research, write a paper 
summarizing their findings and 
submit it to the competition.
The competition first started in 
2010 where 58 teams participated. 
In 2011, 77 teams participated. 
The competition’s popularity is 
continuing to grow and more than 
1,000 students will participate 
this year. 
Both Mc Linn and Bhattacharya 
participated in the competition 
last year, and Mc Linn plans to 
compete yet again next year. 
The teams are able to pick from 
two different problems. This year, 
the MSUM team chose to study 
volcanic activity over what size 
Ping-Pong ball would make the 
sport most enjoyable to watch. 
“The volcanic activity problem 
seemed like the most fun,” 
Bhattacharya said. 
Students compete in physics competitionMATBus improves 
campus bus shelter
BY CHELSEY SMITH
smithche@mnstate.edu
Film and graphic communication 
students are putting final touches 
on their projects for the Juried 
Exhibitions.
Every semester, the film 
department hosts an all-day 
screening in Weld Auditorium where 
film and graphic communications 
students’ final projects are viewed.
Students put in hours of work 
preparing, editing and writing 
scripts for their films. 
Senior Simone LeClaire has been 
working with two other seniors on a 
documentary project throughout the 
semester.
“Our project is about the drag 
and burlesque scene in the Fargo-
Moorhead area,” LeClaire said. 
“Documentary work offers so much 
opportunity to learn and expand 
yourself.”
From all the students submissions, 
about 90 minutes worth of material 
is chosen by independent judges for 
the Juried Exhibition.
The judges for the Juried 
JESSICA FLEMING • flemingjes@mnstate.edu
Students and community members gather around a fire, preparing to enter the sweat lodge built in the campus mall. Students had the opportunity to participate 
in the ceremony and learn about one aspect of American Indian heritage. For more photographs from the American Indian Heritage Month events, visit 
msumadvocate.com. EXHIBITIONS, BACK PAGE
PHYSICS, BACK PAGE
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Meredith Mc Linn conducts research for the University Physics Competition. 
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Security Update  
Director of Public Safety 
Greg Lemke
To report a problem contact Public Safety at 218.477.2449
MSUM BriefsWorld News
Safety Tip of the Week
The Advocate is looking for:
Sports Editor
• Keep up-to-date on Dragon Athletics
• Write one sports story a week
• Assign sports stories
• Design sports pages each week using InDesign
A&E Editor
• Find and assign arts and entertainment stories
• Write one story a week
• Design A&E and briefs pages each week using InDesign
Pick up applications at CMU 110 or contact advocate@mnstate.edu
Application deadline Dec. 7
11.27
11.28
11.29
11.30
12.1
11.9
 
Suspicious odor in Science 
Lab, unable to detect upon 
arrival.
  
Fire Alarm in Lommen, False, 
manual pull station activated 
by accident.
  
Harassment reported in the 
CMU.
11.10 
Noise complaint in Nelson, 
two referred to Campus 
Judicial. 
  
Suspicious odor complaint 
in Nelson, unable to locate 
source of odor.
11.11
Property damage reported in 
Dahl basement.
Suspicious odor complaint 
in Nelson, unable to locate 
source of odor.
11.12 
Medical in the Library, 
student refused transport, 
escort provided back to dorm 
room.
 
Property damage reported at 
South Snarr.
 
Theft of cell phone reported 
in Lommen.
11.13 
Harassment reported via 
e-mail.
 
Fire Alarm in John Neumaier, 
false- burnt food.
 
Fire Alarm in John Neumaier, 
false alarm, burnt food.
11.15
Noise complaint in Nelson, 
four referred to Campus 
Judicial.
 
Noise complaint in 
Holmquist, four referred to 
Campus Judicial.
 
Motor vehicle crash reported 
in Lot G-7, Moorhead Police 
Department contacted.
11.16 
Alcohol violation in 
Grantham, Moorhead Police 
Department contacted and 
transported one non-student 
to Detox.
Found bicycle by Kise 
Commons east door, 
Moorhead Police Department 
contacted.
 
Marijuana odor complaint in 
Grantham, unable to locate 
source.
 
Blue Light emergency phone 
activation in Campus Mall 
area, false no emergency 
located.
 
Alcohol violation in Nelson, 
Moorhead Police Department 
cited five for Minor 
Consuming, one referred to 
Campus Judicial.
11.17
Noise complaint in Nelson, 
five referred to Campus 
Judicial.
 
Noise complaint in South 
Snarr, four referred to 
Campus Judicial.
 
Marijuana odor complaint in 
West Snarr, unable to locate 
source.
11.18
Marijuana odor complaint in 
South Snarr, unable to locate 
source.
11.19 
Noise complaint in West 
Snarr, two verbally warned.
 
Marijuana odor complaint in 
West Snarr, Moorhead Police 
Department cited one for 
possession of small amount 
of marijuana and possession 
of paraphernalia, two 
referred to Campus Judicial.
11.20 
Vandalism reported in Center 
for the Arts.
Preventing Theft in Your Dorm
If you live in the dorms, lock your dorm room any time that 
you leave. This includes while taking a shower, visiting  a friend 
down the hall or using the restroom. It only takes a few seconds to 
steal items from an unlocked room. Record the serial numbers of 
valuable items like stereo equipment, computers and video game 
consoles and also photograph them. Avoid leaving money and 
valuables out in plain sight.  When sleeping in the dorms, keep 
your door closed and locked.  
Workshop leaders needed for 
Expanding Your Horizons
Participate as a workshop 
leader in the 34th annual 
Expanding Your Horizons 
Conference for 7th-grade 
through 9th-grade girls to be 
held on April 6.
Area women and men 
volunteer their time to provide 
a day full of interactive, hands-
on presentations that explore 
the fields of science, math 
and engineering. Whether you 
are a researcher, executive or 
professor, they ask women 
from area business and colleges 
to help us show young girls 
what careers are available 
to them. If your day-to-day 
responsibilities don’t directly 
involve math and science, that 
is okay. 
Volunteers are encouraged 
to think about what they do 
for jobs or in classrooms. Is 
there something they could 
modify for a hands-on activity 
that could be done by a group 
of very enthusiastic girls? 
The organization is in need 
of people to lead hands-on 
workshops for young girls. 
With over 600 girls that apply to 
this program, there is a need for 
as many presenters as possible. 
In years past, the group has had 
to turn girls away due to lack of 
presenters. 
If you would like more 
information about volunteering, 
please contact Stacy Voeller at 
voeller@mnstate.edu or Lisa 
McNamara at lisa.mcnamara@
ndsu.edu or 701.231.5376.
CNSA faculty, students 
participate in the Children’s 
Mental Health Summit
Ben Erie and Lisa Karch, both 
MSUM counseling and student 
affairs faculty, presented at 
the Children’s Mental Health 
Summit on Nov. 15. 
In their presentation, they 
shared information about the 
MSUM Community Outreach 
Center meeting the mental 
health needs of children who 
are uninsured in the Fargo-
Moorhead area. 
After the summit, training 
sponsored by the Children’s 
Consultation Network entitled 
Developing Emotionally 
Healthy Children by Dr. Terrie 
Rose was attended by Lisa 
Karch and three Counseling 
& Student Affairs graduate 
students: Katrina Brekke, 
Jeanne Hettich and Chris 
Swenson. 
MSUM briefs are from 
Dragon Digest and submitted 
to advocate@mnstate.edu
7 p.m. - Men’s 
Basketball vs. Valley 
City State University. 
7:30 p.m. - University 
Symphony concert at the 
Center for Arts, Hansen 
Theater
8 p.m. - 11 p.m. - Late 
Night Kise Bingo with 
Prizes
Student Leader, 
Organization, Adviser of 
the Month Nominations 
due
3:30 p.m. - Take the 
lead meeting, CMU 205
3 p.m. - Hot Club San 
Francisco convocation, 
Center for Arts, Fox 
recital hall
9 p.m. - 12 a.m. - Who’s 
Line is it anyway? After 
Dark, CMU
9 a.m. - Dragon 
Wrestling, Open
7 p.m. - Get Fancy 
formal dinner, $3 for 
dance or $8 for dinner 
and dance, CMU 
Ballroom
10 kids killed near Damascus
The casualty reports from 
Syria are getting more horrific 
by the day. 
On Sunday, 10 children were 
killed while playing outside in 
the village of Deir al-Asafir, 8 
miles from Damascus. The kids 
had gone outdoors during a lull 
in the fighting when fighter jets 
attacked with cluster bombs. 
“None of those killed were 
older than 15 years old. There 
are two women among 15 
people wounded, mostly hit as 
they were inside the courtyards 
of their houses,” Abu Kassem, a 
local activist told Reuters. 
“There were no fighters 
inside Deir al-Asafir when 
the bombing occurred. They 
operate on the outskirts. This 
was indiscriminate bombing.”
Egyptian judges feud with 
Morsi
Mo’ Morsi, mo’ problems. 
Fed up with Egyptian President 
Mohamed Morsi’s attempt to 
free his office from judicial 
checks and balances, the 
country’s highest judges called 
for a nationwide strike to protest 
the power grab, calling it an 
“unprecedented attack” on the 
judiciary branch. 
Egyptians have protested 
across the country, including 
in the capital city of Cairo. Not 
everyone opposes the president’s 
move for what opponents have 
called “dictatorial” powers; 
however, the Islamist group 
the Muslim Brotherhood, of 
which Morsi is a former leader, 
announced its support for the 
president and said it would 
organize counterprotests.
Morsi: New power is 
‘Temporary’
As protestors stormed 
the Muslim Brotherhood 
headquarters, killing a teenage 
boy, Egyptian President 
Mohamed Morsi addressed the 
Thursday decree which has 
inflamed the nation. 
“The presidency reiterates 
the temporary nature of 
those measures, which are 
not intended to concentrate 
power, but to avoid attempts 
to undermine democratically 
elected bodies and preserve the 
impartiality of the judiciary,” a 
statement issued by his office 
said. 
Morsi will meet senior judges 
on Monday, the first step in 
his commitment to engage “all 
political forces” in order to 
reach common ground on the 
constitution.
World briefs by dailybeast.com
A & E
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ZAPPA PLAYS 
ZAPPA
An evening with
Thursday, Dec. 6
Fargo Theatre
7pm Doors • All Ages
HAIRBALL
Bombtastic Arena Rock!
Friday, Dec. 28
The Venue @ The Hub
8:30pm Doors • Ages 21+
BRIAN POSEHN
Mutant Comedy Tour!
Friday, Nov. 30
Fargo Theatre
7pm Doors • Mature Aud.
TRAGICALLY HIP
An evening with
Saturday, Dec. 1
Fargo Theatre
7pm Doors • All Ages
LISA
LAMPANELII
Friday, Jan. 11, 2013
Fargo Theatre
6pm Doors • Mature Aud.
ALL TIME LOW
& YELLOWCARD
w/ Fireworks
Sunday, Jan. 20, 2013
The Venue @ The Hub
6pm Doors • All Ages
Tickets for all shows are available at                      (located at 300 Broadway; open 
Monday-Friday 12-6PM), by phone (866) 300-8300 & online at:
BRIAN POSEHN • Thursday, Nov. 29 • Mature Audiences • Empire Arts Center, Grand Forks
DEUCE/NEW MEDICINE • Friday, Dec. 7 • Ages 21+ • House Of Rock @ The Hub
UMPHREY’S MCGEE • Wednesday, Feb. 6, 2013 • All Ages • The Venue @ The Hub
SOULFLY • Wednesday, Feb. 27, 2013 • Ages 21+ • House Of Rock @ The Hub
TRACY MORGAN • Saturday, Mar. 23, 2013 • Mature Audiences • Fargo Theatre
DJ PAULY D
Star of MTV’s reality show Jersey Shore!
Friday, Nov. 30 at The Venue @ The Hub
9pm Event • Ages 18+
BY BECKI DEGEEST 
degeestre@mnstate.edu
With Christmas time fast- 
approaching, what better way to 
celebrate than to share laughs, get 
creative and celebrate with a few 
friends? Christmas on the Prairie 
will do just that and get people in 
the mood for this holiday season.
Christmas on the Prairie is a 
one-day event filled with holiday 
spirit and entertainment sponsored 
by Bonanzaville in West Fargo.
This year’s events will be 
held Saturday from 1 p.m. to 7 
p.m. Some of the events include: 
cookie decorating, Christmas 
caroling and storytelling, horse-
drawn wagon rides, ugly sweater 
contest, a fashion show  and 
competitions, all for $3. There 
will also be local vendors, 
demonstrators and photos with 
Santa.
This year MSUM students 
taking the mass communications 
event planning class will be 
involved with hosting and 
planning three events during 
Christmas on the Prairie. 
The class’s events are called 
Mrs. Claus’s Kitchen during 
Christmas on the Prairie and will 
feature competitions that will put 
your tastes and eyes to the test.
 The class is split into teams  and 
groups to help teach them how to 
run their events in a professional 
environment. There are a total of 
16 students involved in teams of 
client liaison, creativity, logistics, 
finance, media and management. 
“Our purpose is to plan a 
successful event as professionals 
and learn about how it is like in 
the real profession,” said Jessica 
Ball, junior mass communications 
student and team leader.
The Christmas cake and 
ginberbread house competitions 
and soup tasting event are run 
completely by the students. All 
the competitions are free to enter 
and will begin at 1 p.m. and run 
through 5 p.m. 
All the competitions have a 
special judge, Mrs. Claus herself. 
Mrs. Claus will award her favorite 
cake/gingerbread a certificate. 
Mrs. Claus’s prizes are mainly 
for little children, so that they 
may enter with the possibility of 
winning. 
“I am looking forward to the 
actual day,” Ball said. “All the 
planning and work actually taking 
place. I can’t wait to see the 
competition entries and see all the 
families having fun.”
Prizes are all donated by 
companies in the area and include 
money vouchers, discount 
coupons and free night stays at 
a local hotel, with more to be 
announced at the events. 
For a chance to win free 
admission to the events of 
Christmas on the Prairie, “like” 
the Facebook page “Mrs. Claus’ 
Kitchen” before the event. 
For questions about competing 
in the Christmas cake, 
gingerbread house or soup-tasting 
competitions in Mrs. Claus’s 
Kitchen, Contact Julie at 701-282-
2822 or jportillo@bonanzaville.
com.
‘Tis the season’ for Christmas on the Prairie
submitted photoChristmas on the Prairie carolers singing during events.
Horse wagon rides given during Christmas on the Prairie at Bonanzaville.
Bonanzaville hosts Christmas on the Prairie.   
Submitted photo
Submitted photo
Christmas cake decorating 
competition
Mrs. Claus’s Kitchen 
Christmas cake competition 
will begin at 1 p.m. in the 
Event Center at Bonanzaville. 
Prospective contestants may 
bake and decorate cakes at home, 
then enter them for free. The 
Christmas cake competition has 
two different judging categories: 
taste and presentation. With four 
different judges throughout the 
day from Froggy 99.9.
Registration: 1:00 - 2:30 p.m. 
Judging: 2:30 p.m. - 2:50 p.m.
Winners Announced at 3 p.m.
Gingerbread decorating 
house competition
Also starting at 1 p.m. in the 
Event Center is the gingerbread 
house decorating competition. 
The competition will be open 
for all Christmas on the Prairie 
attendees to view during the 
events. The gingerbread house 
competition is judged on looks 
alone. 
Registration: 1 p.m. - 4 p.m. 
Judging: 4 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
PRO Judging: 4:30 p.m. - 4:50 
p.m. 
Winners Announced at 5 p.m.
Soup tasting
Starting at 3 p.m. is MSUM 
event planning class’s final 
event, Soup Tasting, held in the 
Event Center. Come and be the 
judge of your favorite catered 
soup. Attendees are able to 
taste all soups and vote for a 
favorite. Soup Tasting begins at 
3 p.m. and runs until the soup 
is gone. 
Soup Tasting: 3 p.m. – 6 p.m.
Ballots counted: 6 p.m. – 6:20 
p.m. 
Winners Announced at 6:30 p.m.
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BY SARAH TYRE
tyresa@mnstate.edu
Students in Maren Day Woods’ 
event planning class are getting 
a hands-on experience working 
with a non-profit organization.
The mass communication 
students are teaming up with 
Rebuilding Together to launch 
a Hope-Builders campaign and 
benefit concert. 
Rebuilding Together is an 
organization fairly new to 
Fargo-Moorhead that is similar 
to Habitat for Humanity. 
They specialize in providing 
maintenance and renovations to 
homes of veterans, elderly and 
disabled people. Recipients are 
chosen based on level of need.
“Without the class we wouldn’t 
have done it. We wouldn’t have 
had time to implement a year-
end drive like they were able 
to do,” said Russ Richards, 
executive director of Rebuilding 
Together. Richards founded the 
Fargo-Moorhead chapter two 
years ago.
Their goal is to raise Hope-
Builder membership by 250 
members. That is a 25 percent 
increase. A Hope-Builder is 
anyone who donates $100 to 
$250 to Rebuilding Together.
“We wanted to create a 
membership drive that had 
some creative element to it 
that involved an event. I didn’t 
want the typical event with 
appetizers and hors d’oeurves. 
I wanted something different. 
That’s how we came up with 
the Hope-Builders campaign,” 
said Woods, professor and 
Rebuilding Together board 
member.
The Hope-Builders campaign 
includes direct mail pieces sent 
out to potential donators, pine 
crates complete with goodies 
donated by local businesses and 
a benefit concert to celebrate 
new and existing members, as 
well as to educate nonmembers. 
Students generated 1,500 
direct mail pieces to recruit 
new hope builders. Every new 
member will receive a pine crate 
filled with the items donated by 
local businesses.
The concert will feature local 
artists Little Winter and Shane 
Malland with Brooks West. It 
takes place at 7:30 p.m. to 10:30 
p.m. Dec. 5 and will be held 
at Studio 222, located next to 
Atomic Coffee in downtown 
Fargo. The event costs $10 per 
person. New Hope-Builders will 
be given two free tickets.
This experience proved 
to be more than just a class 
for communications student 
Jessica Lundstrom. When 
Richards spoke to the class 
about Rebuilding Together, 
Lundstrom knew she wanted 
to get more involved. With the 
help of Woods, she approached 
Richards and expressed her 
enthusiasm. Next thing she 
knew, Richards offered her an 
internship.
“I just wanted to find out 
if I could do anything to help 
the program. It worked out 
perfect that I got an internship,” 
Lundstrom said.
She started the first week of 
September, and now she acts as 
a liason between the class and 
the organization.
“Jessica has been a real 
blessing. She is a big asset to 
our organization,” Richards 
said. 
Lundstrom’s favorite part of 
her internship is interviewing 
the people Rebuilding Together 
has helped.
“It’s always really moving. 
I’ve started crying a couple 
times, and they’ve started 
crying because it’s emotional,” 
Lundstrom said. 
Woods hopes that other 
students in her class will be 
inspired to become more 
altruistic.
“The benefit is the feeling 
that you are really contributing 
and making a difference. This 
generation wants to make a 
difference,” Woods said. “Event 
planning is just one way to 
become a part of something.”
This is the first year of the 
Hope-Builders campaign. 
Richards promises that it will be 
an annual event that continues 
to evolve.
Woods helped create Bras on 
Broadway when it first started. 
Then, it was on a much smaller 
scale. While she no longer has 
any involvement with that event, 
she is thankful her students also 
get to experience what it is like 
to launch something that has 
potential to grow.
“Students being a part of the 
start of something is critical,” 
Woods said. “What you give has 
dividens for the community at 
large for beyond the time you 
are involved.” 
Both Woods and Richards 
think this hands-on experience 
will benefit students in their 
future careers. Part of that 
benefit is learning to switch 
gears.
“We’ve had to step back and 
change plans. That’s how real-
life event planning works,” 
Richards said. “You don’t 
get that from a hypothetical 
situation.”
Rebuilding Together operates 
mostly on the efforts of 
volunteers. For information 
about the Hope-Builders 
campaign and the benefit 
concert, go to togetherwerise.
org/about/aboutus.php
Students create campaign, benefit concert for non-profit 
Pine Crates created by students will be given to all new Hope-Builders.
Submitted PhotoSubmitted Photo
Maren Day Woods, department adjunct and event planning instructor.
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To provide 
hope for people 
in need.
You only need one reason 
to donate plasma.
My one reason?
In addition to meeting the donation criteria, you must provide a valid 
photo I.D., proof of your current address and your Social Security or 
immigration card to donate. Must be 18 years of age or older to donate.
Find out how becoming a plasma donor can make a difference for patients and 
help you earn extra money. As a new donor, you can earn up to $85 this week.
Talecris Plasma Resources
800 Holiday Drive, Moorhead
(218) 287-2700
BY SARAH TYRE
tyresa@mnstate.edu
As we passed old favorites: 
turkey, stuffing, mashed potatoes 
and cranberries, students were 
tasting their first Thanksgiving 
meal. International students Jiyeon 
Nyeong, Hyunseok Cho and Jessica 
Ball shared their first American 
holiday experiences in the homes 
of friends.
MSUM adjunct Maureen 
McDonald-Hins welcomed Nyeong 
and Cho to her table. Cho is in 
the ballroom dancing class Hins 
instructs. Both 
Nyeong and Cho 
are from Seoul, 
South Korea.
“Thanksgiving 
relieves stress. 
The whole family 
gets together and 
enjoys the caring 
and sharing of 
food,” Nyeong, 
mass communications student, said. 
“They heal each other from the 
stress of school and the office. 
People feel the warmth of family.”
Jiyeon and Cho met Hins’ 
children and grandchildren. Hins 
served turkey, stuffing, gravy, sweet 
potatoes, cranberries and vegetables.
“The food was amazing. I was so 
full,” Cho, theater arts student, said.
After the meal, the crew gathered 
to play Hilarium, a game similar to 
charades. Nyeong thinks that part of 
the reason Hilarium was so much 
fun was because everyone playing 
was interested in performance. Hins’ 
daughter Breanna Larson, MSUM 
alum has a theater arts degree. Hins’ 
two sons are also involved in the 
performing arts.
“The whole family was very 
interested in performing. People 
who are interested in the arts area 
are always friendly,” Nyeong 
said. “With our language barrier, 
we are limited in communication. 
Performance is easily shared.” 
While playing Hilarium with the 
McDonald family, Jiyeon reflected 
on American culture.
“Americans have more profound 
expressions than Koreans. Everyone 
really enjoyed the game. They 
could express themselves actively,” 
Nyeong said. 
The performers enjoyed the 
chance to share their art with one 
another.
Cho and Nyeong performed 
a song written by Cho for the 
NcDonald-Hins family. Cho played 
the guitar accompaniment.
The McDonald-Hins clan also 
shared videos 
of MSUM 
performances 
with Jiyeon 
and Cho. 
They were 
very enthused 
about learning 
about Korean 
holidays.
“Thanksgiving reminds me of 
Chuseok, a holiday we have in 
Korea,” Cho said.
Chuseok also revolves around a 
meal and families coming together. 
Families usually spend Chuseok 
eve preparing the meal together.
“We spend time together 
making a rice cake. It’s similar to a 
dumpling,” Nyeong said. “We try to 
make it very beautiful.”
To show their gratitude to their 
hosts, Nyeong and Cho brought 
Korean citron tea as a gift.
“Everyone seemed to enjoy it. It 
was nice to sit and drink tea,” Cho 
said. Both students were greatful for 
the hospitality at a time that they 
were missing their own familes.
“I miss my family at this time. 
(Hins) family is really amazing,” 
Cho said. “It’s such a great memory.”
Meanwhile in Litchfield, Minn., 
international mass communications 
student Jessica Ball shared her first 
Thanksgiving with her dorm-mate, 
Tori Edwards and her family. Ball is 
from Leichestershire England.
“It’s a nice tradition. 
Thanksgiving’s really something 
different,” Ball said. “It’s nice 
that people are thankful for what 
they’ve got.” Ball traveled 280 
miles to Litchfiled with Edwards, a 
biochemistry student.
The Edwards family had a full 
household with 15 of their close 
family and friends present. Ball 
enjoyed socializing with the guests 
and helping in the kitchen. 
“It’s a revolutionary thing for me. 
You never get the opportunity to 
thank people,” Ball said. “You don’t 
usually see a British person thankful 
for something. 
Everyone has 
something to be 
thankful for.”
This year 
Ball is thankful 
for the exchage 
program and 
the experiences 
she has had 
because of it.
BY CHELSEA BOATEY
boateych@mnstate.edu 
Some international students 
choose MSUM because the 
tuition is less expensive compared 
to that of their country; for others, 
it’s the fact that MSUM exists in 
an environment that is conducive 
to learning. Regardless, MSUM 
appreciates diversity and culture.
Before visiting the F-M area 
for the first time, it is important 
for international students to do 
some research on the area and 
the people, just to know what 
to expect. Connecting with 
other international students 
will also keep you from being 
overwhelmed. 
 One international student came 
up with a five-step survival plan 
for new students in the first few 
weeks of the semester. 
“Be prepared. Bring a lot of 
warm clothes. Know the bus 
system, so you don’t waste time 
waiting in the cold. Spend some 
time in the CMU, so you can meet 
new people and make friends. 
Lastly, be careful when walking in 
the snow. There’s a myth that all 
international students fall at least 
once every winter. You don’t want 
it to be you,” Jeremy Simpson, a 
student from Ghana and computer 
science major said.
In a school where a majority 
of the people are friendly, 
Janet Hohenstein, director of 
International Student Services, 
said, “The Midwestern people are 
afraid to hurt people, so they’ll 
rather say nothing than to be rude.” 
She advised that approaching 
local students and opening up is 
key in making new friends.
Some striking differences 
between the F-M area and your 
country of origin may be weather, 
food and housing. Keep an open 
mind and be ready to try new 
things. Soon you will realize the 
ones you prefer, and you’ll come 
to like other things as time goes 
by. 
“One important lesson I 
learned from being here is time 
management,” said Zainabou 
Cissohko, a sophomore biology 
major from Togo. “The education 
system here is different so take 
time to read and put an extra effort 
into studying.” 
Jacob Walters, sophomore 
biochemistry major from Ethiopia, 
said, “Don’t start drinking because 
you will get in trouble and be sure 
not to take pills from anyone.” His 
advice will come in handy as you 
face the social pressure college 
life presents.
Joining a sorority or a club on 
campus will keep you engaged in 
activities that are worthwhile. The 
school is located in a small town 
and it can get boring sometimes. 
Taking part in activities provides 
the avenue to be sociable and also 
to help you develop yourself.
Many events during the 
semester are worth looking 
forward to. Celebration of Nations 
is an event in which international 
students set up booths and display 
art, clothing, food and information 
about their country. Entertainment 
of traditional music and dances 
is provided along with an 
outstanding fashion show. Similar 
events are the Nationality Nights. 
These events are held in the spring 
semester. In the fall, Homecoming 
is a big event, among others. 
More importantly, international 
students need to complete a 
minimum of 10 volunteer hours 
per semester in order to receive 
the In-State Tuition Scholarship. 
Failure to do so will result in 
losing the scholarship. You 
can find volunteer programs 
at International Student 
Services-sponsored events. The 
International Student Services 
sends out e-mails when volunteer 
opportunities are available or 
requested. Don’t forget to submit 
the volunteer form on the due 
date.
The International Student 
Service is dedicated to helping and 
supporting international students. 
Nevertheless, some international 
students have a few concerns.
“There aren’t enough jobs on 
campus. International students 
face difficulty in finding a job. 
Immigration laws allow us to 
work only on campus and yet 
we have to compete with some 
local students over the few jobs 
on campus,” Stephanie Warren, 
a biochemistry freshman from 
Ghana, said.
Hohenstein, said: 
“Unfortunately, most of the jobs 
on campus are work-study. It’s 
also unfortunate that immigration 
laws don’t allow work study for 
international students. The few 
jobs that are left are given to those 
who act quickly and apply.”
It’s true that as an international 
student, you may face struggles in 
finding a job to support yourself 
because there are only so many. 
Build a strong support system so 
that at least tuition is taken care of, 
just to minimize the stress. Make 
sure to always be on guard for a 
job opening and apply as soon 
as possible. Remember the job 
will not pay much, but it provides 
money for day-to-day spending.
Another important issue 
is racism, defined as: views, 
practices and actions that members 
of a certain race share certain 
attributes, which make that group 
as a whole less desirable, more 
desirable, inferior or superior. 
Being that international students 
are from all different parts of 
the globe, converging in another 
culture’s land, their uniqueness 
stands out. 
An international student who is 
unwilling to publish her identity 
shares her experience of racism: “I 
was learning in the student lounge 
one afternoon when I got up to get 
a cup of coffee. I came back to 
meet two white boys grabbing my 
books from the table, scattering 
them on the floor and taking my 
seat. I felt so embarrassed and 
inferior; I simply picked up my 
books and walked away.”
Another anonymous student 
also claimed her RA disregards 
her, and said her roommate moved 
out the day she found out they’d 
be rooming together. Several 
international students said they 
have faced racism from students, 
professors and staff. 
MSUM acknowledges the fact 
that every student has the right to 
study in a safe environment, so if 
you face any form of racism, be 
sure to report to your supervisor, 
advisor or go straight to the 
International Students Office, and 
it will be handled accordingly.
Survive, thrive as an international student 
International students celebrate first Thanksgiving 
Jiyeon Nyeong Hyunseok Cho
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affliations. Letters are due by 5 
p.m. Friday and can be sent to 
MSUM Box 130, dropped off in 
The Advocate office or emailed 
to advocate@mnstate.edu.
Thankfulness: A work in progress  
BY APRIL KNUTSON
knutsonap@mnstate.edu
“We Americans continue to show our gratitude by 
supporting consumerism wholeheartedly. We plan. We go 
forth. And, sometimes, we conquer the aisles by trampling 
our fellow countrymen in order to snag that last Blu-ray 
edition of “Breaking Bad,” season whatever.”
As we progress into the 21st 
century, the importance to be 
politically correct over-shadows 
cultural traditions. 
Employers ask employees to greet 
customers with “happy holidays” 
instead of a “merry Christmas.” 
Community trees decorated with 
lights are called “holiday trees.”  
It is important to be inclusive but 
at what price to our heritage? The 
menorah is not called a holiday light 
fixture. Encourage the celebration of 
all holidays, but leave it to others to 
make their own choice on how they 
spread holiday cheer. 
Oh, the irony. Humans love 
irony. I should know. I’m one of 
them. There are certain problems 
I have with irony, however. Irony 
runs side-by-side with its cousin, 
hypocrisy, something we also see 
and practice quite regularly. 
Take Thanksgiving, for 
example. Every year, we look 
forward to this culturally 
acceptable time of overeating to 
oblivion. Our “day of thanks” 
is food- and football-oriented. 
For some of us, Thanksgiving 
is when we attempt to act truly 
grateful for at least a few minutes 
during that blessed day.
Following our pious display, we Americans continue to show 
our gratitude by supporting consumerism wholeheartedly. We 
plan. We go forth. And, sometimes, we conquer the aisles by 
trampling our fellow countrymen in order to snag that last 
Blu-ray edition of “Breaking Bad,” season whatever.
The following, I imagine, must be the internal dialogue in 
many brains:
“You have plenty, 
and thank God for 
all He’s given you. 
Then, get nasty in 
seemingly endless 
lines to get what you 
actually don’t need, 
like that lettuce dryer with the rapid spin action.” 
“You need that waffle maker, and you know it! You may 
only make waffles twice a year, but by golly, you need that 
waffle maker to make the best waffles you’ve ever made in 
your entire culinary existence!”
I’m not expecting us to never buy another item of frivolity 
ever again. However, I do propose a new plan: a rearranging 
of calendar days, if you will. I propose Black Friday be 
moved to the third Friday in November. That way, hypocrisy 
won’t be as blatant. Why wear a coat of hypocrisy, when you 
can wear it hidden a bit?
Ideally, we wouldn’t be hypocrites at all, and thanksgiving 
would happen more frequently than on Thanksgiving Day, 
especially since it doesn’t even happen then. Yes, I’m the first 
to admit it’s easier to complain than to give thanks, to resent 
than to forgive, to curse than to bless. In order to decrease 
the surplus of complaints in our society, we must begin with 
ourselves, our annoying, ungrateful butts. 
To be truly thankful, it takes effort. We must be determined 
to live a life of gratefulness. When times aren’t going 
splendidly in our eyes, we need to see the potential for good. 
Yes, I am preaching. But I’m trying to practice it, too, so 
it’s all right, right? Right. It’s because I’ve been actively 
attempting this feat that I know how difficult, and yet, easy 
it is to be thankful. 
Our lives are filled with innumerable blessings, so we will 
never run out of ideas, but we must force ourselves to think in 
this new light, which is the arduous part of the deal. 
This is yet another prime exercise in self-control. We must 
control our immediate responses of negativity and replace the 
cynicism and bitterness with an attitude powered by hope, 
love and trust.
Start by setting 
aside a few 
minutes each 
day to recall the 
blessings of the 
day before -- the 
obvious, hidden 
and otherwise undiscovered ones. When we regularly dwell 
on giving thanks to God and others for what they’ve already 
given and done for us, it makes it much easier to have a 
brighter, more thankful approach to all that life brings our 
way. 
The happiest people know that life isn’t always 
pleasant, but they relish every blessing during 
the good times and the bad.
BY MEGHAN FEIR 
feirme@mnstate.edu 
I swear it was just August yesterday when we were 
all complaining about how hot it was outside. Look at 
us now: three days from 
December with snow on 
the ground and just mere 
weeks away from the 
end of the semester.
I’m not really sure where the time went. Last time I 
checked, I still had a lot of time to finish the projects that 
I’ve been putting off all semester. And now I’m starting to 
feel the pressure. I don’t know about you, but the closer 
I get to deadlines, the less motivated I am to accomplish 
whatever the task the deadline is for.
I’ve always told myself that at some point, I was 
going to get a better hold on my procrastination. But 
guys, I turned 22 yesterday and I graduate at the end of 
this semester, and I still don’t feel any closer to crushing 
that dreaded “P” word into the ground. Despite my love for lists, post-It notes, 
highlighters, calendars and my planner, I still always seem to find a way to put 
something off.
But I’m determined 
now. I have full intentions 
of ending this semester, 
and my undergrad, 
strong. The next week is going to be filled with late nights complete with staring at 
a computer screen for much longer than ever advised, an extreme amount of Diet 
Coke and a whole lot of Imagine Dragons, Fun. and Down With Webster. As finals 
approach, I cannot be held responsible for the things I say, do or wear. 
And if you’re feeling the exact same way as I am, remember that you are not 
alone. We’re facing tough times ahead. So if you happen upon the 24-hour computer 
lab in the next few weeks and you happen to see a ginger girl rocking out to some 
random beat pumping from her iPod while furiously typing at the same time, stop 
by and say ‘hello.’ It’s probably me, and I probably need a hug. And chances are, 
you do too. We’re in this together.
BY MELYNDA HEYING 
heyingme@mnstate.edu 
As we all regret the amount of calories we consumed last 
Thursday, let’s remember one important aspect: leftovers. 
Recently, these leftovers were produced by family and 
friends gathering to celebrate Thanksgiving, a holiday 
to remember the anniversary of the pilgrims and Native 
Americans coming together to share their limited amount 
of resources. Our gratitude 
is directly related to amount 
of stuffing, turkey, corn or 
various pies we place at our 
table. 
Leftovers are a joyous word to any college student; 
homemade deliciousness neatly packaged for a quick bite. 
Then, these become the leftovers’ leftovers; the last 
scraps go into the trash, like pieces of mother’s love 
wasted.
Now, I am not advocating for the removal of leftovers or 
for subtracting any delicious dishes for families to enjoy. I, for one, love the leftovers. 
Thanksgiving’s fellowship is directly related to secrets in old family recipes.
During 2010, the environmental protection agency reported that 14 percent of waste 
in landfills is food waste; much like the last scraps of turkey we all just can’t bring 
ourselves to look at. 
The recycling rate in Minnesota has remained stagnant over the last two years. 
Green advocates in the state have encouraged citizens to start recycling food waste 
in their homes to remove the amount of compost in landfills. 
While abroad this summer, I observed European countries like Ireland and the 
United Kingdom regularly separate biodegradable items into separate bins. I had 
the opportunity to ask a person about why they do it.
“Because the trash man only comes once 
a week. It is what we need to do in order 
to have enough space in the bin for other 
waste.” 
A simple solution when restricted by their 
infrastructure. According to the Associated Press, Minnesotans have mixed 
reactions; even some enthusiastic recyclers are worried about the small amount of 
insects the food compost recycling could create. 
Well, I hate all kinds of insects, but I love leftovers. 
But I suppose it’s a small price to pay to reduce the amount of waste we create. 
We have the opportunity here in America, especially in the Midwest, to start 
practicing habits like recycling food waste to maintain our beautiful wide-open 
spaces. Luckily in Minnesota, half the year our tundra-like landscape creates a 
frozen shield to any pesky little bug.
Separate items that are biodiegrable. Or we could try banana peel infused shakes, 
could that be a new health fad? 
Solutions for those with end-of-semester blues 
Leftovers: What happens after the dinner table  
“I’m not really sure where the time went. Last time I checked, I 
still had a lot of time to finish the projects that I’ve been putting 
off all semester. And now I’m starting to feel the pressure.”
“Then, these become the leftovers’ leftovers, 
the last scraps go into the trash, like pieces 
 of  mother’s love wasted.”
Continue to call 
Christmas trees by 
correct name 
Sports
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BY BREANN LENZMEIER
lenzmeiebr@mnstate.edu
With 16 new wrestlers, the 
MSUM wrestling team, including 
veterans and recruits, is looking 
forward to the new season. The 
team is working hard both in the 
practice room and in competition. 
The season is already underway 
with the Dragons having competed 
in both the Bison and Cobber 
Open wrestling tournaments, 
doing well at both events. The 
Dragons also defeated Dickinson 
State University 33-9 in their first 
home dual meet of the season.
“We wrestled really well and 
were very aggressive,” said Kris 
Nelson, who is entering his fourth 
year as the Dragons’ head coach. 
“We had five pins in the match 
which was exciting...it’s great to 
get their confidence level up with 
the win.” 
Nelson said the new faces have 
brought some changes. 
“Our room is a lot more 
competitive this season than it 
has been,” Nelson said. “(The 
wrestlers are) really pushing each 
other, (with) lots of wrestle-offs 
throughout the season.”
With two open tournaments 
behind them, the Dragons 
will solidify the team before 
conference competition starts in 
the spring semester.
“I’d rather have my guys 
wrestle each other (at the open 
tournaments) to see how they 
do, because then it kinda takes 
it out of the coaches’ hands 
and decides it out on the mat 
in competition,” Nelson said. 
“We’ve had a bit of a rough 
spell, which has caused us to 
juggle our lineup around.” 
Many of the 10 weight classes 
have two or more wrestlers 
competing for the starting spot 
in the lineup. 
“Our lineup isn’t solidified 
yet, and it may change 
throughout the season,” Nelson 
said. “(I’m) really excited about 
some of the new guys we have.” 
The team is strong in the 
lower weights, but a little thin at 
upper-weight classes. 
“We’ve had some injuries, so 
other guys are having to step 
up,” Nelson said. “Throughout 
the year, there will be lots of 
changes. Hopefully, we’ll have 
some guys step up and surprise 
us. I’ve always said whether it is 
a true freshman or a senior, we 
always want the best guy in the 
room to be in the lineup.” 
The team will travel to 
Arizona in early January to 
compete in the Grand Canyon 
Open Tournament. Wrestling in 
the unknown territory will give 
the Dragons an opportunity to 
take on opponents they normally 
don’t compete against.
The Dragons rank fifth in the 
Northern Sun Intercollegiate 
Conference’s preseason coaches’ 
poll. Nelson anticipates a strong 
season in the tough conference, 
with five teams from the NSIC 
receiving votes in the NCAA 
Coaches Top 25 Rankings.
The Dragons host Jamestown 
College on Nov. 28 and the 
Dragon Open Tournament on 
Dec. 1.  
MSUM wrestling looks forward to new season
BY BREANN LENZMEIER
lenzmeiebr@mnstate.edu
Dedicated, hard worker and 
committed are a few words that 
describe senior wrestler Jake 
Bennett.
Wrestling in the 157-pound 
weight class, Bennett hopes to 
build on the success of reaching the 
NCAA national championship last 
year. 
Growing up in Apache Junction, 
Ariz., Bennett has been a wrestler 
since 5th-grade. He is one of 
MSUM’s wrestling team captains 
and one of two Dragons who 
qualified for last year’s nationals. 
Bennett placed fourth in his 
weight class at the 2012 regional 
tournament. There are 13 teams in 
the region, and the top four move on 
to the national tournament.
“It was kind of a crazy regional 
tournament,” Bennett said. 
The national championships were 
held in Pueblo, Colo., in March. 
Bennett went 0-2 at the tournament 
but felt he wrestled well. 
“It was kind of overwhelming, 
but it gave me a lot of confidence 
for this year and how close I am to 
the podium,” Bennett said.
MSUM wrestling coach Kris 
Nelson watched Bennett at the 
national tournament. 
“Jake had competitive matches 
and wrestled very well,” Nelson 
said. “(It was) really good for him to 
get to the national tournament and 
get the experience.”
Bennett spent the offseason 
working with the J Robinson 
wrestling camps, an experience he 
feels was the best thing he could do 
in terms of training.
“Jake is an unbelievable worker, 
the kind of kid you want to bring,” 
Nelson said. “(He’s a) good leader, 
leads by example, puts in the extra 
time before and after practice, does 
everything you want.”
Nelson said it’s good for the 
team to see that hard work pays off. 
“People do what people see...
Jake is always looking to improve 
his technique, whether it is a 
teammate or coach or a high school 
coach,” Nelson said.
Hard work brings results, and 
Bennett’s results have increased 
each year.
“He’s going to win a lot of 
matches on his conditioning and 
staying after guys,” Nelson said. 
“He has a lot of heart and wears 
his opponent out. Whether it’s in 
the third period or sixth or seventh 
minute, Jake finds another gear and 
kicks it up a notch. That is where 
he’s going to win a lot of matches.” 
MSUM athletic director, 
Doug Peters said Jake is a great 
representative of what MSUM 
wants its student athletes to be. 
“He is a solid person with 
character and integrity, a picture of 
what you want your student athletes 
to look like and...what we want to 
show our younger students.”
Bennett wants to finish his career 
strong and is working to achieve his 
ultimate goal of winning a national 
championship.
“I wouldn’t be content with 
anything else,” Bennett said. “I 
know it’s kind of a high bar, but 
coming in confident every day, 
whether you feel good or not, and 
having the confidence from last 
year, I know I can do it if I put the 
work in.”
Peters is eager to see Bennett 
return to the national tournament. 
“I’m hoping he can come 
back and be better than last 
year...I hope we’re sitting in 
Birmingham, Ala., in March, 
and he’s there, too,” he said.
The impact Bennett has had 
on MSUM’s wrestling and 
athletic program has not gone 
unnoticed.
“I hope that younger students 
see that success is attainable at 
a national championship level, 
and the standard is set for them,” 
Peters said. He wants students to 
think “Jake did it, so I should be 
able to do it,” and said that Jake 
“understands that he is part of 
something bigger than himself.”
Bennett is excited about this 
year’s season. 
“I think we’re going to 
surprise some people in our 
region. We have a different 
mindset this year than the past 
couple years,” Bennett said.
With his final collegiate 
season underway, Bennett said 
he hopes to finish his wrestling 
career on top.
Bennett looks to build on success
COLLIN BOYLES • boylesco@mnstate.edu
Senior Jacob Bennett holds his opponent to the mat at the 2011 Cobber Open, where he finished the tournament second in the 165-pound weight class.
Young Dragons use team competition to shape big expectations
News
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BY KARLY PIERCE
pierceka@mnstate.edu
Live productions provide 
quality entertainment for a small 
price – and sometimes for free.
“Local live theater is affordable 
and unique, involving members 
of a community,” Rachel 
Gerber, Moorhead native, said. 
“There really is nothing like 
the vulnerability of live theater, 
especially at the quality level of 
the F-M programs.”
In the Fargo-Moorhead area 
there are over 10 schools and 
companies that provide above-
average theater productions. 
Ticket prices are usually less 
than a typical movie showing. 
Performances on campus are free. 
That’s Friday night entertainment 
for zero cost. So how does one 
take advantage of that?
First, students need to become 
informed of the theater productions 
happening in town. Bulletin boards 
on campus are plastered full of 
posters advertising performances in 
the community. Stop to look at one 
of the boards and check out what’s 
going on in the theater community.
Social media sites are great 
resources to use when becoming 
informed. “Like” or follow 
different theater pages such as The 
Stage at Island Park or Theater B 
to see what they are up to and to 
get special ticket deals.
Sometimes companies will 
have ticket deals specifically for 
Facebook or Twitter followers, 
such as 30 percent off tickets or 
buy-one-get-one deals. 
Be aware of upcoming events. 
Schools and companies advertise 
on billboards, television, 
newspapers, magazines and 
radio. Different entertainment 
options offer more than your 
basic movie night.
After choosing a production, 
make an effort to attend. Live 
theater experiences are far 
different from sitting in a movie 
theater. 
Take advantage of MSUM’s 
theater department. 
“Read about MSUM theater 
productions by going online to 
the MSUM website and then 
going to the theatre department,” 
said David Wheeler, head of the 
theater arts department. “Check 
with the box office in the Center 
for the Arts, weekdays from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m.  MSUM advertises 
in the Fargo Forum and The High 
Plains Reader.”
 This school year the theater and 
dance department is producing 
nine shows. These include dance 
performances, musicals, plays 
and children’s shows. 
MSUM is also home of the 
Straw Hat Players, a summer 
theater company that produces 
five shows during the summer 
months. 
These plays and musicals are 
performed on campus and are 
free with an MSUM student ID. 
“There is a significantly less 
amount of student audience 
members for summer theater,” 
said Rachel Collier, a senior 
at MSUM who works in the 
theater box office. “However, 
shows throughout the school 
year are well attended by the 
student body, and even other 
university students, as well as 
high schoolers.” 
She urges students to 
take advantage of this free 
entertainment option. 
NDSU and Concordia also 
offer special ticket deals with a 
student ID. The production may 
not be free, but the tickets are 
cheaper than a regular adult price. 
NDSU student tickets range 
from $2 to $10, depending on 
the show, and Concordia tickets 
are $4.
The Stage at Island Park, 
housed at the Fargo Moorhead 
Community Theater, offers 
plays, musicals and childrens 
shows throughout the year. The 
2012-2013 season includes seven 
shows.   
In addition, outside theater 
companies such as Music Theatre 
Fargo Moorhead and Act Up 
produce their shows at The Stage. 
It’s possible to see at least one 
new show each month at The 
Stage at Island Park.
FMCT offers student rush 
tickets 15 minutes prior to curtain 
for every performance. Student 
tickets are just $5 15 minutes 
before the show starts. Rush 
tickets are sold at the door, so 
there’s no promise that tickets 
will be available.
In the summer, check out 
Trollwood Performing Arts 
School, located at the Bluestem 
Center for the Arts in Moorhead. 
This theater company is made up 
of high school students.  
This past summer Trollwood 
produced “Legally Blonde.” The 
stage is outside, which creates an 
experience unlike any other in 
town. Student general admission 
tickets are $11.
If dance is more your thing, 
make sure to look into Gasper’s 
School of Dance and Performing 
Arts. This local dance studio is 
home to the only professional 
ballet company in the area, the 
F-M Ballet. This season they 
are producing “The Classic 
Nutcracker,” in December and 
“A Midsummer Nights Dream,” 
this spring. Student tickets are 
$10.
Add a twist to weekend 
entertainment by checking out 
the great offerings the F-M 
community has in live theater.
“Any student who attends the 
theater will, sooner or later, see 
something that will stay with 
them for a lifetime,” Wheeler 
said. “That’s because when you 
go to see live theater, you will 
become a part of the artistic event 
that is about to happen.” 
Live productions provide cheap entertainment
Exhibitions are often local 
professionals from Prairie Public 
Television and the Fargo Film 
Festival.
Judges have not yet been 
announced for this semester. 
Professors also have a big hand 
in helping students prepare their 
work.
“We spend lots of time in 
class critiquing work,” said Kyja 
Kristijansson-Nelson, a professor 
in the cinema arts and digital 
technologies. “We also spend hours 
and hours outside of class meeting 
with students to talk about projects, 
watch footage and read scripts.”
Students whose films are 
chosen to be viewed in the Juried 
Exhibitions have the chance to 
win awards such as best picture, 
editing, cinematography and more.
“It’s nice to get formal recognition 
for your work,” LeClaire said. “The 
process of making a movie with so 
many different people gives you 
insights on many different levels. 
There’s just nothing like it.”
The faculty enjoy helping 
students with their projects.
“I love working with students on 
creative projects because they have 
to overcome so many different 
types of challenges in order for 
their vision to come to life on 
screen,” Kristijansson-Nelson said. 
“I get a first-row seat on their 
journey to becoming a filmmaker.”
The student films will be screened 
Dec. 14 in Weld Auditorium and 
awards will be given out.
The best graphic communication 
projects will be shown Dec. 15 in 
the CMU Ballroom. Both events 
are free and open to the public.
PHYSICS, FROM FRONT
The project was not a cakewalk 
for the students. The team was 
able to use any non-human 
resource. A lot of the research 
and solutions were based off 
previous theories, and sometimes 
assumptions had to be made. 
“We used the concept of 
thermal diffusivity,” Karki said. 
“Heat lost due to convection of 
magma and Newton’s law of 
cooling to model the number of 
active volcanoes as a function 
of time.” 
Karki, along with his 
teammates, worked diligently 
on the equations and process 
of the problem. Bhattacharya 
handled a lot of the technical 
aspects and Mc Linn wrote the 
concept paper and helped the 
team stay on track. 
“I helped conceptually keep 
things straight forward,” Mc 
Linn said. “Sometimes what 
can happen is the questions 
are kind of vague and are 
dealing with things we haven’t 
yet touched. This year we 
wanted to keep things very 
straightforward.” 
The competition results 
for 2012 will be released and 
posted on The University 
Physics Competition website, 
www.uphysicsc.com, on Dec. 
21.
“It was difficult to come up 
with a solution that satisfied all 
three of us, but in general we all 
had fun and worked efficiently 
as a team,” Karki said. 
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Show tickets can be purchased at the Gaede Theater box office. 
